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Mr Smythe (Head teacher) introduces the video, the purpose of which is to talk parents through 

the school’s recovery curriculum. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dUeYv_vRDQ 

The school has worked with Chellaston Infant School and Homefields primary school to develop 

our recovery curriculum. 

The aim of the curriculum and the general approach we are taking to re-integrating pupils into 

school is to ensure that we follow the five steps in a fairly sequential order. Without, for example, 

re-establishing relationships and sharing experiences, it would be more difficult to re-build learning 

skills and so on.  

Mr Smythe briefly introduces each step and explains that different members of the school’s senior 

leadership team will be taking you through each part. 

Mr Smythe explains that the work has been unpinned by the work of Matthew and Barry 

Carpenter see…https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/ 

Please now take a few minutes to read through the descriptions of each step above. 

Mr Smythe moves on to the second slide. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_dUeYv_vRDQ
https://www.evidenceforlearning.net/recoverycurriculum/
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Mr Smythe explains that the first thing for us all to do in the autumn term is to re-establish 

relationships and that we will use lots of team building activities and small group and focused 

play. 

All children will be put into new Class Dojo teams which will mean that parents can communicate 

with school and vice versa. 

Please now take a moment to read through the rest of the slide above 

Mr Smythe now introduces slide 3 

 

Mr Smythe explains that parents will receive the above timetable for the first three weeks in a letter 

which will have accompanied the link to the video. 

Children will return to school in a phased manner. This means that children will return in half class 

groups named group 1 and group 2. 

For the first four days, children will be in school for 2 hour blocks either in the morning session or in 

the afternoon session. 

The rationale behind this is that we cannot admit all 509 children on day one in one go. This would 

not be safe. 

Mr Smythe explains that the processes in place for keeping the school safe and clean will 

continue into the autumn term, utilising all we have learnt during the last 4 months during 

lockdown whilst having around 170 children in school. 

All children entitled to Free School Meals will be in group 1 and they will receive a packed lunch. 

We have done what we can to ensure that siblings (whether at CJS or CIS) are in the same 

numbered group (i.e. the morning or the afternoon slot). If parents find we have got this wrong, 

they should get in touch and we will ensure that we get their children in slots in the same half of 

the day. 

From Friday 11th September, children will return to CJS for almost full days. 

The start and end times for the first week are staggered to ensure that we can keep children safe. 

Mr Smythe reiterates the following about the first week: 

The start of school 

• Children are starting in bubbles of 16 children 

• All pupils will enter via the top playground gates 

• Please arrive no earlier than 5 minutes before the allotted time 

• We ask that parents do not come onto the school site when dropping off. Whilst waiting, 

please maintain social distancing, 

• Teachers will meet children inside the gates and take the class in together 
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The end of school 

• Please observe social distancing when waiting to collect your child 

• The parents collecting children at allotted times will be able to come and wait on the 

playground in designated areas (which we will make very clear to parents when they 

arrive) 

• Parents will enter through the normal top playground gate, collect their child and exit 

through either of the two side playground gates. This will all be made very clear to parents 

so do not worry about having to remember all of the detail. 

 

Please try to park away from the school and walk a little way to bring your child to school and to 

collect them 

In week 2 

The start of school 

• All pupils will enter via the top playground gates 

• Please arrive no earlier than 5 minutes before the allotted time 

• We ask that parents do not come onto the school site when dropping off. Whilst waiting, 

please maintain social distancing, 

• Now familiar with their class location, children will come in through the gates and make 

their way straight to their classes 

The end of school 

• The arrangements for collecting at the end of the school day will not change from week 1 

 

Arrangements for collecting children will remain the same from week two onwards. 

The start of school 

• The gates at the top of the playground will open at 8.35am 

• All children can arrive from between 8.35am and 8.50am – this is a ‘window’ for arrival 

which should allow for a steady flow of pupils into school and to ease congestion 

• All other morning arrangements remain the same as week two 

The end of school 

• The arrangements for collecting at the end of the school day will not change from weeks 1 

and 2 

 

Mr Smythe hands over to Miss Ballington (Assistant Head teacher) to talk about how and why we’ll 

be encouraging pupils to ‘share experiences’. 
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Miss Ballington (Assistant Head teacher) introduces how and why we’ll be encouraging 

pupils to ‘share experiences’. 

• Once we have re-established the important relationships with the children, they’ll be ready 

to share their experiences. 

• All of our children will have had different experiences during lockdown. 

• It will be important for the children to share their feelings, if they can, and to tell us how they 

have felt. 

• Some children will have had happy times but not doubt there have been struggles too. 

• Sharing their experiences will help them to see they’re not alone and that we will listen 

• Some children will be happy to talk to the class and some ways in which we will encourage 

this is through story telling and writing. Children will be able to share feelings through art 

and pictures 

• The aim is to help children to recognise that their emotions are normal and are probably 

shared by others. 

• Those children not ready to share their experiences with the class can talk to staff or 

complete a ‘something to say’ slip and pop it in their ‘something to say’ box. This will be 

checked regularly and responded to 

• Miss Ballington now hands over to Mr Beeston (Assistant Head teacher) to talk about the 

next piece of the jigsaw. 
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Mr Beeston (Assistant Head teacher) talks about how we’ll go about ‘filling learning gaps’. 

After the opportunities to share their experiences, it will be important for us to help the children to 

re-build their learning skills. We recognise that the children have had a long time away from the 

classroom and the learning environment. They have grown accustomed to having the freedom 

and flexibility   about how and when they have completed the home learning. Therefore, getting 

used to the pace and the structure of the school day, as well as being focused for long periods of 

time in a classroom with 30 plus other children is a huge change. 

At CJS, we know that our pupils will need time to acclimatise to these changes, before they can 

be effective learners once again. 

Firstly, our classrooms will be set up to make a positive learning environment 

• Clear worktops 

• Uncluttered walls and displays 

• Standing desks and space to lie down to work too 

• Sensory products and displays 

The children can access these at any time in the classroom. 

Secondly, we will use a variety of learning approaches, building up gradually the time that 

children are able to concentrate for, through: 

• Use of active and engaging lessons which will help capture and sustain their love of 

learning. 

• Regular breaks throughout the day to help them focus 

• Use of PSHE and mental well-being based approaches which will help to re-establish their 

growth-mindset skills and to rebuild the skills of resilience and perseverance. 

And finally, we believe that by having a phased return, particularly in the first few weeks we we 

help to rebuild the vital learning skills. It will be a gradual process but one we are very much 

looking forward to in September. 

Together, we will help rebuild our pupils into effective learners. 
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Mrs Price (Deputy Head teacher) now introduces the ways in which the school will look to fill the 

learning gaps created by the school closure for the majority of the pupils. 

Once we’ve settled back into school routine, we’ll start to be able to introduce some more 

subject specific learning. 

Lots of you will have been used to using Bug Club and TT Rock Stars as part of your home-learning 

and we’ll continue to use those within school too. 

On top of that we’re going to start thinking about using assessment tools to be able to spot any 

gaps in learning we might have. Some of those might be for the whole class because they have 

missed out on a whole section of learning. Or it could be something that small groups or 

individuals haven’t got to grips with. It really doesn’t matter because we have some many 

different ways that we will be able to help move our children’s learning forward. 

We will have very focused teaching within the whole class. We will also have lots of intervention 

groups run by our experienced team of Teaching Assistants. 

The intervention groups will be part of catch-up programmes and they’ll also focus on pre-

teaching, making sure that a group of children have total confidence in their previous learning so 

that when they come to the lesson the next day, they’re able to build on what they already know. 

Everybody will be taking part in our daily practice such as: 

• Daily reading – lots of opportunities to listen to books, having a story read as a whole school 

assembly and focused reading to look at a particular skill. 

• Also, our maths daily practice; things like strawberry jam and lemon curd where we get to 

practise our times tables and extended number facts. 

Obviously, the curriculum is not just about English and Maths and, at CJS, we’ve worked really 

hard during the whole of lockdown to put together a new, exciting curriculum. We’re going to 

kick that off with a whole school focus on Geography, looking at exploring different parts of the 

world and seeing what else is out there. 

It’s really important that we bring our learning to life and make sure that we’re using those 

reading, writing and maths skills across the curriculum so that we can ensure that everybody is 

totally confident and that they know what they are doing to move their learning forward. 

Confidence is the final piece of the jigsaw, so I’ll hand over to Mrs Stephenson (Assistant Head).  
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Mrs Stephenson (Assistant Head teacher) now talks about the final piece of our recovery 

curriculum jigsaw, restoring self-confidence. 

Getting to know the children in September will be our main priority, ensuring that the children can 

feel happy and settled at school. Instilling self-belief in all our pupils is essential in order for them to 

learn. This will give them confidence so that they can: 

• Learn from mistakes 

• Develop resilience 

• Embrace the future 

We will support the children in a variety of ways and use peer and group work as part of their 

learning. Children will be encouraged to do their best in all aspects of learning. 

From September, there’ll be a sensory room which is a dedicated space for children to have 

some time out of the classroom or some 1:1 time with an adult. 

There will also be some time-out spaces around school for children who need it. 

PSHE lessons will be taught at the start of each week by the class teacher. This will create a brilliant 

opportunity for children to express their thoughts and feelings.  

When it is safe to do so, we will offer a variety of extra-curricular activities to further develop the 

confidence of our pupils.  

I hope you’ve found this presentation informative and we’re looking forward to seeing all of our 

children back in September. 

 


